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WeatherWeatherWeatherWeather    

The weather was clear for most of the day with no wind. Temperature started crisp in the low 20’s 

but rapidly warmed to 28 C. The racing conditions were not ideal for an indoor event as the humidity 

and temperature built progressively during the day. There was no significant precipitation or 

lightning. 

SafetySafetySafetySafety    

Water based rescue is unnecessary in this type of event. There were no land based paramedics 

onsite due to the fact that there is a clinic with 24 hr emergency 150 metres from the venue. The 

warden of the hospital was advised of the event prior to the regatta 

PunctualityPunctualityPunctualityPunctuality    

The venue keys were not available when we arrived at 06:25. This is the second year running this has 

delayed the start of the event. The keyas were finally available at 07:40 and a frenzied set up 

ensued. This meant the regatta started at 08:49 instead of the 08:00 published start.  Due to great 

efficiency by both coaches and officials time was caught up and the regatta was running to time 

from 11:15. There were generous time increments between races something we did not know how 

to plan for prior to the event due to the fact that unlike water racing where one can have up to 3 

events simultaneously on the course at any one time, rowing ergs can only be used singly per event 

as that is broadcast onto the screen. The last race started on time 
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OfficialsOfficialsOfficialsOfficials    

There were a total of 2 qualified officials all from KROC that made themselves available for the 

regatta. The PA System enabled us to call athletes for their events, this was a big help compared 

with the previous year. 

 

RacingRacingRacingRacing    

The racing was both fair and safe. Not a single start was missed during the day. All places were 

recorded. Accurate time keeping was provided by the race venue program linked to each erg with 

commensurate ease despite not being in possession of mod cons like the ping system.  There were 

no disputed results. 

SustenanceSustenanceSustenanceSustenance    

Food was supplied by UKZN who worked tirelessly to ensure no one went hungry or they really 

helped the event out as they were only advised that they were to provide the service on Friday 

following the previous caterers pulling out. There were no drinks available at the regatta. This was 

due to the sponsor pulling out the day before the event. This is the second year the same sponsor 

has let us down, the sponsor’s name has been noted by the organisers and they will not be invited to 

future events, we will seek other sponsors 

VenueVenueVenueVenue    

The KwaMashu Indoor Sports Centre is ideally suited to this type of event with a large hall capable of 

holding 48 ergs. There are bleachers for the spectators to view the event and a large wall onto which 

the projector can throw the image of the competing crews. There were adequate toilet facilities and 

a kitchen fitted with stoves and a fridge. A karate class took place in an adjoining hall without any 

interference. The only glitch was the late arrival of the keys which delayed the set up and the start. 

We are grateful to the Ethekwini Municipality for providing the venue free of charge 

IncidentsIncidentsIncidentsIncidents    

There were 5 medical and 2 racing incidents. 

Most of the medical incidents were due to exhaustion following events but no lasting effects were 

noted. One athlete suffered a knee injury as a result of a previous cricket ball injury. He was not 

treated at the event 

The only other incidents were false starts in the 4th and 9th races 
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ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion    

As POJ I am very grateful to Justin Bennet from Our Lady of Fatima who excelled at running the 

program and initiating each race. The event would not have been possible without Mark Broukaert 

of DRC bringing the ergs to the venue and the input of students in so many capacities not least of 

which was the superb food offered for sale by UKZN. Thank you to, to the clubs that provided ergs: 

DRC (7), induna Sports Club (2) Our Lady of Fatima (2). It should be noted that Induna Sports Club 

physically carried their ergs to and from the event, a distance of 5km. Finally I am most indebted to 

Blaike Mthimkulu for tirelessly arranging so many things. For instance: 

• Making all the introductions so that we had a venue (the regatta would have been 

impossible without it.  

• Ultimately ensuring the event’s success by finding so many participants in the first place. 

In Official capacity we had: 

Vice President of KZNRA, Blaike Mthimkulu, who assisted in a general capacity where needed and 

made announcements as well as taking pictures of the event.  

The Ethekwini Sports Council representative 

 

My heartfelt thanks to all that assisted during the event. There were 33 races comprising 24 events 

with a total of 106 individual entries and 178 total seats  

Adrian Higgins 

President of the Jury 


